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Oil and Gas Wells



Monthly Natural Gas Production
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Annual Oil Production, 1916 through 2007
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Montana Oil Production, 1986 through April 2008
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Estimated Monthly Value of Oil Produced Based Upon EIA Reported First-Purchaser Price for Montana
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Monthly Oil Production with Well Completion Year Identified
(1994 and Later)
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Montana Monthly Oil Production, Vertical vs. Horizontal Wells
January 1986 through April 2008
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Monthly Gas Production with Well Completion Year Identified
(1994 and Later)
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Production Summary

• Montana oil production peaked during 2006 with 
approximately 36 million barrels of oil produced during 
the year.

• This was up from a recent historical low of approximately 
15 million barrels of oil produced during 1999.

• Over 50% of the 2006 oil production was from the 
Bakken Formation in Elm Coulee Field. 

• Elm Coulee Field has produced 71.5 million barrels of oil 
since its discovery in 2000.

• Statewide production has declined at a rate of 
approximately 6% per year since mid-2006.

• Gas production has shown a steady increase by in-fill 
and new field development.



Drilling Permits Issued, by Year
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Normalized Monthly Bakken Formation Production
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Total Monthly Oil Production Showing Volume Subject to Incentive
(85% Working Interest Assumed)
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Barrels Under New -Well Incentive as Per Cent of Total Monthly Production
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Elm Coulee Field, Richland County



Development Near Sidney



Horizontal Well Vertical Exit



Horizontal Co-Planar



Fracture Treatment 
Equipment



Fracture Stimulation













Questions?

www.bogc.dnrc.mt.gov


