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TO: Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee (ETIC)
FR: ETIC staff
RE: Next-Generation 911 Draft Report and Draft Legislation Public Comment

During the July ETIC meeting, members requested amendments, as provided by 9-1-1
stakeholders, be incorporated into draft legislation updating Montana's 9-1-1 laws and advancing
next-generation 9-1-1. The draft report also was revised to reflect the proposed amendments. The
committee also requested that the revised legislation and draft report be posted for a second
public comment period.

As guided by House Joint Resolution 7, the committee has reviewed next-generation 9-1-1
(NG911). Early in the interim, the committee asked stakeholders to work on NG911 and to
provide recommendations on planning for and implementing NG911. Stakeholders, along with
an advisory council formed by the Governor, provided the ETIC with recommendations on how
to update Montana's 9-1-1 laws and use NG911 to enhance public safety in Montana. The
committee accepted those recommendations and in July agreed to adjust a proposed 9-1-1
funding formula, so it is more equitable to larger public safety answering points. The information
out for public comment included:
• LC N911 -- Revise 9-1-1 laws 
• Next Generation 9-1-1 Montana's Efforts to Move Forward 

The legislation and report were out for a second round of public comment from July 25 to
August 25. A request for comment was posted on the ETIC Listserv and notice was sent in a
news release.

The committee received one public comment on the 9-11 legislation from Missoula County. The
Governor's 9-1-1 advisory council met Aug. 18 and noted its continued support for the
legislation. The comment received is attached.

During the September meeting, the ETIC will need to determine if changes should be made to
the draft legislation. The ETIC then can determine whether to bring the draft legislation before
the 2017 Legislature.
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