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**x* Joint Resolution No. ****
Introduced By R I I S S S I S S S S
By Request of the ****x*x*x
**s+%*+For public comment July 18 - August 17, 2018****
A Joint Resolution of the Senate and the House of Representatives

of the State of Montana requesting an interimstudy of options to

break the cycle of youth who run away from hone.

WHEREAS, the Departnment of Justice reports that 68 Mntana
youth were reported mssing three or nore tinmes in 2017 wth one
youth reported mssing 18 tines in that year; and

WHEREAS, the Departnent of Justice reports that 543 Montana
youth were reported mssing three or nore tines between 2013 and
2017 with one youth reported mssing 26 tines during that period;
and

WHEREAS, 28% of the youth reported mssing multiple tinmes in
2017 were Anerican Indian; and

WHEREAS, 22% of the youth reported mssing multiple tinmes in
2017 were in foster care sone or all of the tines they were
reported mssing, 19% were in state custody, and 2% were in
tribal custody; and

WHEREAS, the Departnment of Justice and the State-Tri bal
Rel ati ons Committee reconmend devel opi ng nethods to intervene
with youth who run away to determ ne why they ran away and assi st
wi th underlying problens in order to break the runaway cycl e,
whi ch drains school, |aw enforcenent, youth court, and ot her

resources.
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislative Council be requested to designate an
appropriate interimconmttee, pursuant to section 5-5-217, MCA
to study the reasons why youth repeatedly run away, including any
reasons related to nental health, and the services or
i nterventions, including wap-around and conmuni ty- based
prograns, that could help to break that cycle.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the conmttee exam ne the
econom ¢ inpacts of youth who run away, including costs to
school s, I aw enforcenment, the judicial system and the soci al
servi ces system

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, that all aspects of the study,

i ncludi ng presentation and revi ew requi renents, be concl uded
prior to Septenber 15, 2020.

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, that the final results of the study,
i ncludi ng any findings, conclusions, comments, or recomendations
of the appropriate commttee, be reported to the 67th

Legi sl ature.

- END -
{ Nane : Hope E. Stockwel |
Title : Resear ch Anal yst
Agency : LEPO
Phone : 444-9280
E- Mai | : hst ockwel | @rt . gov}
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